Jaycee Membership Meeting Minutes – January 27, 2009

The meeting was called to order by Danny BenDebba, the 60th President, who welcomed everyone to the meeting. Danny also had several new, prospective members (that he had invited) in attendance at the meeting and thanked them for coming. Paul Holdren, Management Development VP, also assisted in opening the meeting.

Due to inclement weather, the speaker could not attend the meeting and will be rescheduled.

Chas Sweeney, Treasurer, stood up and gave a description about the Jaycees… who

we are and what we do in the community.  He shared what the cost is to join and be a

member and stated that the Annapolis Jaycees currently have approximately 40 members.

There was mention that as Jaycees, we can attend Rotary meetings at the Annapolis Yacht Club at noon on Thursdays. We can be involved in “Rotoract”, which is for the younger crowd.

Christina Gutierrez, Community Development VP, discussed the upcoming American 

Cancer Society “Relay for Life” event taking place at AACC on May 15.

Christina also stated that the Jaycee’s will have a “Social” at Galway Bay in Annapolis 

Tuesday, February 3 at 7 pm.  It is trivia night at Galway Bay and a good way to get out 

and socialize and have some fun!  She envisions trying to have 2 Socials per month.

Christina and Bonnie Stephenson, Membership Development VP, discussed the Board’s

 idea for having a chapter T-shirt.  Christina has contacted the Maryland Federation of 

Art and they have agreed to design our T-shirt.  Bonnie also suggested possibly having

a contest to design a second, less formal/fun T-shirt to be worn at certain more

casual events.

Midshipman Walker, from the US Naval Academy, stood up and spoke.  He stated that 

“they are right up the street and a good neighbor and that their network is extensive.  He 

said they are willing to assist us with projects and to please ask if there is anything that

they could possibly do for us or to help us out.” 

Jeanette Arrighi, Individual Development VP, briefly discussed upcoming our Special 

Olympics event (April 25-26 at USNA; swimming and track events) and the volunteer 

opportunities available.  A sign-up sheet was passed around.

Jeanette also spoke about the Jaycees’ involvement with the Lighthouse Shelter and the 

dinners that we provide monthly.  Jen Kyritsis is the person who oversees this community

project, but was not in attendance at the meeting.  For more information on the dinners

questions can be directed to Jen.

Jeanette also mentioned that she signed the Jaycees up on meetup.com and reminded 

everyone about the Jaycees’ Facebook page.

Paul gave a report about the upcoming Gala event that is tentatively set to take place on 

April 18.  He stated that he and Danny had lunch on Monday, January 26 with a 

representative from The Boys and Girls Club (Lisa) and a representative from The 

Lighthouse Shelter (Marilyn).  Those two organizations are both fully committed and 

excited about partnering with us to hold this fund-raising Gala.  The vision is to 

emphasize community outreach rather than self-promotion.

Paul and Danny will be having lunch again with Lisa and Marilyn in a couple of weeks

for further planning of the event (exact date, possible locations, etc.).  The Jaycees will 

begin brainstorming for this Gala event at the next Membership meeting, February 17.

The idea is to think BIG.  

Jennifer Ray, the current Maryland Jaycee President, from Timonium attended the

meeting and shared some information.  She stated that there are 15 Jaycee chapters, 2 

Institutional chapters and 500+ Jaycee members in Maryland.  She informed us of what is 

going on at the state level:

· State press releases

· They are looking to re-form their connection with the Special Olympics

· They have a state Facebook page

· The February convention is in Waldorf at the community center.  The theme for this years’ convention is “Maryland Pride”

Danny closed the meeting and dismissed everyone.

